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ETERNAL TORMENT. 

The doctrine of endless misery is so repugnant to the re- 
vealed nature of Ged, and so abhorrent to the feelings of 
an unperverted heart, that many good nnd great men have 
entirely discarded it, and declared, that it 1s pot supported 
by the seriptures, and that it was not received among chris- 
tians, till philosophers introduced into their schools meta- 
physical disputations about time and space. Indeed, a 
candid examination of the subject makes it perfectly evi- 
dent, that God is infinitely partial, ifsome are to enjoy 
eternal happiness, and others are to experience eternal] 
misery ; as from unbeginning time he had unalterably fix- 
ed the condition of each class, and as he has withheld the 
grace of salvation, or rendered it effectual since men have 
been on earth, in agreement with his primitive determina- 
tion. Tlow could omnipotent malignity have been more 
strongly expressed toward those, who are to suffer without 
hope, mitigation or end, had God declared to them from his 
throne, ina voice of thunder, that he created them for ior- 
ment, was fitting them for it, and that he would finally em- 
ploy his almightiness to make them endure it forever? As 
eternal torment can neither be for the good of the sufferer. 
nor the advantage of the moral system, for what benevolent 
object cau it be inflicted, or what valuable purpose can it 
answer? Should we admit the supposition of President 
Davies, tat endless misery is necessary to prevent the apos- 
tacy of saints in heaven, it is manifest they would be un- 
happy, as the sight of anguish would be unnecessary to 
keep them in the service of a being whom they loved.— 
Perfect love casts out fear. It would then seem that these 
yiints in glory have less love for God, than the upright on 
earth, as the latter do not serve him through fear of pun- 
‘slhiment, but forthe joy they experience in keeping his 
commandments. Should we assert that endless misery is 
‘nflicted to honor God's law, or satisfy his justice, how 
vould either end be answered by its endurance : 


all grant that the eternally miserable will be everlastingly 


srowing worse, it is evident they must dishonor God's law 


”~* on 2 . - * - 4 ° 
nore snd still more through eternity by violating it, or that 





Is God's) 
aw honored when it is kept, or when it is broken? and as} 


the saints in heaven must disgrace it by keeping it. In such 
a dilemma, any one may take his choice. But it is con- 
tended, that if after millions of ages have rolled into the 
bosom of eternity, the claims of justice should be partly sa- 
tisfied, they might be ultimately cancelled, and therefore 
they must continue forever without abatement, that suffer- 
ing may be unmitigated aud unending. On this ground it 
is obvious God canuot inflict endless pain to satisiy his jus- 
tice, when he knows with perfect certainty that it will not 
receive the least satisfaction from it. Some assert that end- 
less torment will be necessary to give the lighest zest to 
the felicity of heaven. Dr. Edwards says, “the sight of 
hell torments will exalt the happiness of the saints forever. 
When they see others, who were of the same nature, and 
born under the same circumstances, plunged in such mis- 
ery and they so distinguished, O, it will make them sensible 
how happy they are.” Let us examine this assumption. 
The saints cannot be grateful that they are saved from hell, 
as they were never in it, as they were never exposed to it ; 
God having decreed, from unbeginning time, that they 
should enjoy heaven. Contrast of conditions can be of no 
advantage, or make us prize our lot more, unless there be 
some danger of our falling into the worst situation; but in 
the case supposed, there is no possibility of this, as God's 
decree has fixed the state of the saints for eternity. Enjoy- 
ment of misery, or happiness occasioned by the sight of tor- 
ment, is absolutely impracticable, as every one who has 
made the experiment well knows. Then hell torments 
cannot enhance the blessedness of heaven, as God js not co 
limited in means, that he is under the necessity of making 
part of his creatures endiessly miserable, that the others 
may enjoy the highest degree of bliss; and as such an un- 
dertaking would fail of its object. Seme have been so 
pressed with the diificulties attending the doctrine of end- 
less torment, and have felt its inconsistency with God's 
goodness so forcibly, that they have virtually employed the 
language of Arehbishop Tillotson and Professor Woods, 
and said, they could not explaia the administration of hea- 
ven, but they were satisfied that God would send some to 
endless misery, and that he would do this for reasons of 
state. To these people we reply, “you have too often felt 

as if God were raised, by his greatness and sovereignty, a- 
bove the principles ol morality, above those eternal laws of 
equity and rectitude, to which all other beings are subject- 
ed. We believe, that in no be Ing, is the sense of right £0 
strong, so omnipotent, as in God. We believe that his al- 


mighty power is entirely submitted to his perception of ree- 





ititude ; and this isthe ground of our piety. It is pot be- 
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cause he is our Creator mereiy, Lut because he created us 
for good and holy purposes; it is not because his will is ir- 
resistible, but because his will is the pertection of virtue, 
that we pay him allegiance. We cannot bow before a be- 
ing, however great and powerful, who goverus tyrannical- 
ly. We respect nothing, but excellence, whether on eart!) 
orin heaven, We venerate not the loftiness of God's 
throne, but the equity and goodness in which it is establish- 
ed.” 


“We believe that God is infinitely good, kind, benevo- 
ient, in the proper sense of the words; good in disposition 
as well as in act; good not toa few, but to all; good to 
every individual, as well as to the general system.” But 
should some be made to enjoy happiness, an‘ others to en- 
dure unending pain in a future life, and should no reason 
be discovered for the condition of either class, no confidence 
eould be reposed in God, as the happy would be unable to 
determine on what principles he acted, or whether their 
bhies would continue another day. And on the other hand, 
the miserable would be unable to imagine for what end 
they suffered, or to determine, that the whole scene was 
nota solemn farce. If the doctrine of eternal torment give 
God acrnelty of purpose, at which the heathen Jupiter 
wvould shudder; if it be unnecessary to guard saints againat 
sin; if it neither honor Gou’s law, nor satisfy his justice ; 


if it cannot enhance the happiness of saints, or display the 


reasons of state on which it is inflicted, why should it be em-: 


braced, how can it be defended? As God says, I will not 
contend forever, neither will I be always wroth; for the 
spirits should fail before me, and the souls which I have 
yea, We recommend the careful re-consideration of this 
subject to all our readers, and others who may be inclined 
to reflect, closing our remarks wiih the following extract 
from the UniraAnIAN MISCELLANY. 


“Among other arguments in favor of the elernity of future 


peculiarly corrupt and depraved, they designated them as 
helonging to these devoted cities ; and the advocates for the 
doctrine of eternal punishment urg: that Socom and Go- 
mnorrah are “suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” Yet, 
according to ou: Lord, if the inhabitants of those eities had 
enjoyed equal advantages with Chorazin, Bethsaida, o: 


‘+Capernaum, they would not have been cut off in their 


wickedness, but would have repented im sack-cloth and 
ashes, 


Here, then, isa declaration | y one whose authority can- 
not be called in question, that the persons of whom he 
spoke —persons proverbial for the greatuess of therr crimes, 
were notirreciaimable; yet,according to believers in eter- 
nal punishment, they shall be tormented in hell for ever. 
Surely vo doctrine can be true wiich represents the Fa 
ther of mercies as efernally punishing any of his creatures 
because of their sins, although he knew that if he had af 
forded them greater light and higher motives to obe- 
dience, they would have improved that light by repenting 
of their sins, and amending their lives. 


The Scriptures, and more particularly the New Testa- 
ment Scriptures, exhibit Almighty God under the charae- 
ter ofa parent. But what must we think of that parent 
who, having the power to torment his children as long ag 
he pleased, caused some of them to be irretre ably misera- 
ble on account of their disobedience, treating them as if 
they were utterly incorrigible, although he knew that if 
they had possessed advantages equal to what he had af- 
forded to others of his children who 
they wouid have become penitent, 
formed ? 





are still refractory, 
submissive, and re- 


The argument against the ennihlation of the wicked, 
derived from Viatt. x1. 20—23, is equally sound and econ- 
elusive. It requires only to be varied by the supposition, 
that the parent. after having tormented his children for «a 
long time, at last puts them to death. 


This is not—this cannot be the character of Him whe 
does not afflict willingly ; who chastises, not for his pieas- 
ure, but for our profit ; and who has solemnly aud emphat- 
ically declared, that he has no pleasure in the death of him 
| who dieth,. 

Every object ofa wise and just governor will be accom- 
plished, ifthe punishment of rebellion be continued until 

{the existence of rebellion be ended, and until the spint ot 
irebell.on being subdued, it shall be sueceeded by cheerful 


punishment, it is sometimes asserted that the wicked, who/and unqualified submission ; the result, not of servile fear, 
fie in their sins, are absolutely irreclaimable ; so that jus-|but of a sense of duty, compuaction for past offences, and 2 
tice requires the perpetuity oi their punishment. But how|deep sohe:tude to act well for the time te come.” 
ean it be proved that such persons are completely callous! 








to good impressions? Some of them are cut off before they 
have proceeded far in a sinful course ; the vices of others 
have seemed to result rather from inconsideration, than 
from malignity of disposition ; aud even some, who may be 
eaid to have sinned with a high hand, have not been whol- 
iy strangers to remorse and self reproach. The history of 
Mrs. Frey's visits to the female convicts in Newgate prison, 
presents many instances of genuine contrifion and radical 
reformation among tiiose who were regarded as the dregs 
and refuse of mankind. But the language of our blessed 
Lord, when referring to Tyre, and Sidon, and Sodom, as it 
js usually interpreted by believers in eternal punishment 
hereafter, expressly teaches that even the most profligate 
aud abandoved may be reclaimed. The passage referred 
to is Matt. xi. 21—23. 


It is perhaps impossible to imagine a state of greater or 


more genera! depravity, than that which characterized the 
jand of Sodom in the days of Lot, when it was destroyed 
by fire and brimstone from heaven. ‘The histor:an ap- 
pears to labor for words suiliciently strong to convey a just 
idea of the enorm:ties which were practiced. So prover: 
bis] were Sodem and Gomorrah for wickedness, that when 
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ASSOC A'TIONS. 


CHENANGO. 
The Chenango Branch Association of Universa'ists was 
attended in the town of Hopbottom, county of Susquehan 
nah, Pennsylvania, on the first Wednesday and ‘Thursday 
in September last. 











Br N. Stacy was chosen moderator, and Br. S. Adams 
and S$. Finch clerks. ‘Two societies were received into fel 
lowship, and Br. John A. Dexter received a letter of fel 
lowship as a preacher of the gospel of Salvation. The 
New Constitution of the Western Association was unani 
mously adopted, and Br. S. Adams appointed standing cler], 
of that branch. 

Four discourses were delivered by Brs. S. Finch, O 
Ackley, E. Ferris and N. Stacy. The Association ad- 
journed to meet at Tioga Point, county of Bradiord, Peny 
on the last Wednesday in August, 1825, 

REMARKS. 
“The business of the Council was conducted with the 
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. trine of atonement, and reconciliation, is not the truth, but 
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greatest harmony. A namerons concourse of people at- 
tended, sud especially the last day, with apparent interest, 
to the public ministretion of the word. Eight preachers 
were cat, and! seven societies were represented by del- 
egates. cud we heard good news from mauy others. There 
Is a numerous society 11 Hopbottom. ‘The corner stone of 
a meeting house in that society was laid in masonic form, I 
think in July, and a very excellent frame is now erected 
thereon. Br. Marsh is expected to return from Vermont, 
(whither he 's gone,) this fall or winter, and minister to 
them. And finally, every thing conspires to encourage the 
laborers in the vineyard of Christ, to be faithful. “Let 
every thing that hath breath praise the Lord; praise ye 
the Lord.” N.S. 


FRANELIN. 
Agreeably to adjournment, the Franklin Association 
vnvened, at Br. Elizur Chamberlain’s in Bernardston, on 
Wednesday the 20th day of October. 


The divine influence, direction and blessing, were in- 
yoked on the Association durmg the present session, in per- 
Nnent and devout prayer, by Br. Lemuel Willis. 


Choice was made of Br. David Ballou for Moderator, 
and Br. Jolin Brooks fer Clerk. 


Three discourses were delivered, from the following 
fexts, and in the following order : 


1. By Br. Willis. from Col. i. 13, “Who hath delwered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son.” 

2. By br. Hosea Ballou, from 2 Cor. v. 20, last clause. 
“Be ye reconciled to God.” 


3. By Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. from 2 Tim. iv. 4, “And 
they shall turn away their ears froin the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables.” 


The intense attention manifested by the audience, to the 
several discourses which were delivered, and to the fervent 
prayers which were offered, afforded convincing proof, that 
the unvarnished gospel of God our Saviour was a welcome 
theme, even to those whose ears. in time past, have been 
turned away trom the truth, and have been turned unto 
fables. ‘The folly of all attempts to placate the wrath ofa 
God of unchangeable love, and, by religious sacrifices and 
services to induce him to be gracious, and thus to reconcile 
him tothe sinner, as a substitute for being reconciled to 
him, was presented in so clear and convincing a light, that 
it is believed none could avoid seeing, that the common doc- 


a mere fable; even one of those fables to which people 
turn, when they turn away from the truth. It is therefore 
devoutly hoped, that there were some. who, by the foolish- 
ness of preaching, (the simple truth) were delivered from 
the power of darkness, and were translated into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son, on that happy occasion. Did not 
our heart burn within us, when they talked with us, and 
enabled us to understand the scriptures? Was there not 
joy and peace in believing? Could we not say, O how I 
Jovethy law? Did we not feel, that 77 keeping the com- 
mandments of God there is great reward, and that it is pre- 
posterons to suppose we have need of being otherwise 
eompensated for it? A thousand blessings rest on our 
brethren, for the good they were instrurvental in impart- 
jag to us through the ministration of the word. A thou- 
sand thanks be rendered to God our Saviour, for the favor- 
able opportunity enjoyed to hear the good news of saiva- 
tion from the lips of our faithful brethren in the mmistry, 
especially from our long-tried, devoted, worthy and belov- 
ed brother, who delivered the second discourse, We trust 


our venerable brother is realizing the truth of the declara-|come causes, in thc 
tion, “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
eheaves with him.” 


Brothers in *he ministry of the glori-jwithow’ 





ous gospel, let us zerlously persevere in our labors, trusting 
in the Lord of the harvest; for in due time we shall re p 
if we faint not. May it please our gracious Lord and King, 
to multiply truth, and peace, and love, through our minis- 
try, to many lost and famishing souls. 

Voted, by the Association, to invite all the Universalian 
Societies in this region, to send one or more delegates, each, 
to our next and all future meetings. [The several societies 
are, accordingly, requested to attend to this subject. } 
Voted, to comply with a request from Orson Flagg, Isra- 
el Lawton, A. B. Childs, and Judah Moore, a committee in 
behalf of the Universalist Society in Wilmington, and to 
hold our next meeting in that place : Accordingly adjourn- 
ed, to meet again at Wilmington, Vt. on the third Wedues- 
day in October next. Joun Brooxs, Clerk 
Bernurdston, Mass. Oct. 22, 1824. 


GENESSEE. 


The Genesse Branch of the Western Association of Uni- 
versalists, convened according to adjournment, on the 14th 
ult. at the Academy in Pembroke, Genessee co. N. Y. 
Br. I. Whitnel was chosen Moderator, and Brs. J. §. 
Thompson and L. S. Everett, Clerks. One candidate for 
the Ministry, Henry D. Davis, and five new societies late- 
ly formed in Barre, Clarence, Rochester, Orangeville, and 
Le Roy, received tellowship. The Council consisted of 
fourteen ministering brethren, and a numerous and res- 
pectable delegation from the different societies. —The con- 
gregation heard joyfully the glad tidings from Brs. Adams 
Thompson, Everett, Potter and Flagler, who were selected 
preachers on that interesting occasion. 


The Committee of Discrpline, on making their report 
expressed their sorrow, that evil ramors injurious to Br 
J. S. Thompson’s character, had been so officiously circula- 
ted by his former Methodist brethron, and declared, they 
were unable to account for the conduct of his defamers. 
on any other principle than the effects of overheated zeal; 
and that notwithstanding all that had been said or publish- 
ed against Br. Thompson, they saw no just foundation for 
preferring any charge against his moral character. 


The Association voted that the report of the committee. 
m relation to Br. Thompson, be recorded and published 
‘n thei. minutes, as the sense of the Council. Adjourned 
io meet at Parma, Monroe co. the Jast Wednesday of 
Sept. 1825. 








POLEMICAL. aN 


EXTRACTS FROM 4 
SERMON, 
DELIVERED AT WorcrsTer, (MAss.) at Tee Onniy 
ATION OF Loamm™t Ives Hoapiey, py Lyman 
3fEcuER, D. D.; sEcoND EDITION, 1824. 


Paze 9. “The maxim, that the some cause in the same 


circumstances will produce the same effect, is as true in the 
! P . 
moral as in the natural world.” Acer 


yrdine to this maxim. 
mankind can none of thicm be sinners in a fy 
less that state be in all respects like the present. The same 


mortal body, with 2t» affections and lusis, aud the «ame ob. 


jects to tempt Inorinale induisence, must exist in the oth 


er world, or none cau be sinners there. if it require thy 


ame circumstances, to produce thi 
. ——— har tip camo lope e iit net he . , . 
same effects, then tie same chheets will not be produced 


the ean e orriee onic 


necs. Are we the 
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to expect there wiil be sinners in the other world? Hear 
Dr. Reecher. 


oont nue to sin, wilfully, and to be punished, justly, for- 


Paze 4. “Those who die in their sins, will 
ever.” Let us try a case or two on Dr. Beecher’s princi- 
ples above stated.— An intemperate man sins, in this world, 
Without 


not sin. 


by indulging an appetite for spirituous liquors. 


} 


havine this apnetite and these liquors he woul 


it requiring the same canse,in the same circumstances, to 


produce the same effect, this man must have the appetite. 


an? the liquors to eratify it, in the other world, or he will 


not bea sinner. The flesh ani its appetites, then, contin- 


ue to exist after death, and there are the same causes to 


tempt their indulgence. But what could the Dr. do? He} 
' 


must either admit that the in the same cir- 


nN I Same causes, 
cumsiances, will continve to influence men to sm in the 


other world, or renounce the idea that there will be anv 


4 
aa 


sinners there. vill be nosinners in 


Vo admit that there 


the other world, would he tantamount io admitting that 


there will be no punishment there. Most assuredly none 


tuners will be nunished, e:ther world 


In 


As the sinner is not only to continue te sin wilfnl- 


Vy but also is to ecentiniue 


to be punashed justly, after death 


re€ cher. 


and torever, aceording to Dr. } it appears that he 
ts what Univer:alists have so long contended for, viz. 


All 


ne 


that sinners are punished justly now, in this world. 
Dr. 

aniin ice Of the sin. ; } 
,conmiinuanee Ol the sin, and 


J. B. 


} 


the difforence, therefore, beoween Beecher and 


‘ 
the 


Universalists is, in respect to 
the punishment, afier death. 
Soerra 


> 
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AFT'LICTIONS. 


Our afilictions in this world are wisely calculated to draw 
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ix wandering minds back to the source of all b 
Were we constantly ia the possession of every thing, which 
to our limited vision appears good, we should become for- 
gotfal of the fountain from which we derive existence, and 


all its enjoyments ; and consequently the incense of grat!- 


{ 
sility.| 


tude would cease to rise fromthe altar of our hearis, N 


tpt. 
tha 


thing, but an unwavering confidence in the imm 
power, and goodness of our heavenly Parent, can support 
l- 


sa tict, 
asting satisfaction.— 


us under distress, or give solid and 


What can beiter sustain us, than a full and firnt conviction, 


or the}*** 


INQUIRER. 


account of unthankfulness or unkindness. May each af- 
fiction we suffer soften our hearts, enliven our gratitude, 
Then 


will our lives bear testimony to the renovating influenc« 


and increase our perseverance in the path of duty. 


of the dectriue of God's universal, immutable and impat 
tial love tosinners; and our hearts be filled with that wis 
dom from above, which ts pure, peaceable, gentle, full of 


good fruits ; 


mercy, and without partiality, and without 


liypocrisy. In this way, we shal] render this pittance of 
existence as useful and happy as the imperfections of our 
nature will allow, and our passage through the dark val- 
ley will be illuminated by the rays of that hope, which en- 
PRISCILLA. 


tereth within the vale. 
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“ Larnestly contend for the faith.” 





NQTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

Many private christians, and some public teachers, seri- 
ously beheve the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew contains 
an account of the final judgment, and of the happy and mis- 
erable condition of the righteous and wicked for eternity ; 
vut if such an opinion be supported by this chapter, it must 
be from a strange interpretation. The common teaching 
of our day represents the judgment to be immediately af- 
ter the resurrection ; that the saved are prepared for hea- 
ven, and received to glory by the sovereign grace of God ; 
& that the wicked are fitted for destruction, and sent to ruin 
by his supreme disposal, yet, should either of these opinions 
be correct, this chapter cannot teach the doctrine it is of- 
ten brought to support. The words judge, judgment, res 
urrection, Redeemer, grace and future world are not found 
init, nor is any intimation given, that the righteous are 
! 


commended, because God had purified them from sin, nor 
is there any hint, that the wicked are condemned, because 
God had not treed them from iniquity. But as all chiris- 
lians adimit salvation to be of grace, it may be well to as- 
certain on what principle the distinction is here made. On 


examination it is easily seen, that the condition of each elass 





that the omniscient God is our friend, is overruling eac 
event for our advantage, and that he will finally purify 
and bless every intelligent soul in his vast dominion? [Let 


‘ 
c 


us then, who are blessed witha belief in this soul-sur 


alh- 
ing doctrine, make our lives and conversation testily to its 
1 


‘ 


purifying infiuence in this world, and we shall 


foretaste of that heaven, toward which we believe we 


are 


all travelling. And maya conviction, that God loves 


each 
individual of his family with the same unchanging affection, 


make us abound in charity and kindness to our suffering 


and wanting brethren ; and a remembrance that he has 
borne with our ingratitude and forgetfulness, and has no! 
withdrawn /Azs bounty, induce us to bear with the ingrati- 


7 ” ar ; 4 rafince tha neeve : . 
‘ace of earth. indi net torefuce tae istance 


n on 


. 
u 


is determined by the acts it has performed, and that, sf one 
go to heaven and the other to hell, they enjoy happiness 
and suffer pain as the reward cf their deeds. But should 
the doctrine of the apostle be true, that salvation 1s qntirely 


1 
' 


¢ 


of grace, that 


t is the gift of God, how could any be re- 
ceived imto heaven, because they had done well, or how 
could any be rejected, because they had done ill? It is how- 
ever as evident that those on the right hand are commen- 
ded and received to bliss, because they had done well, as it 
is that the two servants are commended and received into 
the joy of their Lord, beeause they had rightly improved 


¥ 


their talents. It would seem then, asthe languaze of the 


chapter does not lead us intoa future world, & as the decis- 
} 


- 


iay* 





ion turns solely on the actions of the ercature, that w 
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no authority for applying this parable to a final judgment, 
as such an appropriation would make God venal in the 
bestowment of happiness. We must admit that salvation 
1s either of grace or works; for it cannot be of both, as the 
apostle plainly shews. If then it be of works, mankind 
need no Saviour; they only need the terms on which it 
can be obtained, and the power necessary to acquire it. 
But no one grants that the bliss of heaven is attainable un- 
der these circumstances ; then salvation is not of works. 
Again, if our deeds can procure salvation, they will, for 
whatever may be, must be. Those who save themselves 
cannot join in the song of heaven, as they cannot praise 
God for saving them, when they effected it themselves. It 
i3 therefore evident from reason and scripture, that salva- 
tion is a gift, and not apurchase. If then it be a favor, 
works have no possible concern with it ; but in the chapter 
we ure considering, deeds constitute the reason why some 
are blessed ; how can these things be reconciled, if theirs 
were the eternal felicity of heaven? From these reason- 
ings it is manifest, this parable cannot refer to the endless 
blessedness of heaven ; and the connexion in which it stands 
confines its application to this world, yes, to the generation 
on earth when it was spoken. By acareful reading of the 
twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew, in 
connexion with the twelfth of Daniel, it will be seen, that 
Christ was describing the siege and destruction of Jerusa- 
lem; the scattering, blindness and exclusion of the Jews, 
and the reception of the Gentiles into the gospel dispensa- 
tion. The sum of what we have said may then be ex- 
pressed in few words; the Jews, as they had refused to 
listen to John, or Jesus, and as their legal despensation had 
ended, are excluded from the gospel dispensation, for in 
their day they had their good things. The Gentiles, in 
consequence of their earnestness to receive instruction, and 
that the equity of God might appear, in making the last 
first, and giving them their good thing, are received into 
the Gospel. Thus we discover the reason of this national 
-eparation, the impartiality of God in the distribution of 
luis favors, and the impossibility of applying this parable to 
1 judgment ina future world. Should any difficulty be 
experienced in coming to the conclusion we have made. 
tet it be considered, that the twenty-fifth chapter describes 
the spiritual condition of believers and unbelievers, during 
the time that the twenty-fourth describes their natural 
condition, as the beginning of the former chapter clearly 
proves. Christ not simply confines the events of the twen- 
ty-fourth to that generation, but to the life-time of his dis- 
ciples; consequently, as the parables of the twenty-fifth be- 
lone to the same time, as the connexion and the propheey 
of Daniel indubitably show, they cannot refer to a future 
world, toa final judgment. 


Many people, being ignorant of the great changes our 
janguage has undergone, supposing they speak in the words 


of their ancestors, and that the Bible is in exactly the 





the following specimen from Wickliffe, for their considera~ 
tion. 


Specimen of the first English translation of the Scriptures 
made by Dr. Wickliffe, 1360. Matt. viii. 23—27.—And 
whanne he was gone up into a littil schip, his disciples 
sueden him, and lo a great storying was maed in the see, 
so that the schip was bilid with waives, but he slept: and 
his disciples camen to him, and residen him; and seiden, 
Lord save us: we perichen. And Ihsus seiden to him, 
what ben ye of littil feith agast ? thanne he roos, and com- 
mandide to the wyndes and the see, and a great pesibleness 
was maed.—And men wondriden and seiden, what manner 
man is he this, for the wyndes and the see obeischen to 
him.— Boston Tel. 


ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 
“Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace ; therehy 
good shall come unto thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law 
from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.” Job 
Xxil. 21, 22. 

By a reference to the context, it is seen that God is the 
being with whom we, as well as Job, are requesied to wale 
an acquaintance, whose law we are to receive anc treas- 
ure, that thereby good may come unto us. ‘There are but 
three reasons why mankind should become acquainted with 
God, and these reasons originate from the different views 
that nen take ofhim. Should any of these views prove 
false on examination, ihe reasons growing out of them wil! 
cease to influence,—but should any prove true, their rea- 
sons will continue in full force and virtue. Let us then 
present and consider the reasons, that we may obtain light 
on this important subject, and realize the promised good, 

1. If God be entirely regardless of our happiness, or 

misery, it is necessary to become acquainted with him, that 
we may convert his-indifference into love and protection. 
2. If God be our omnipotent adversary, it is necessary 
to become acquainted with him, that we may change his 
malignity into regard, and insure his favor. 
3. If God be our Friend, it is necessary to become ac- 
quainted with him, that we may know, estimate and enjoy 
his love, confide in his providence, receive the law from 
his mouth, lay it up in our hearts, and obey its holy in- 
junctions in thought, word and act. 

We shall now consider the reasons in the order in which 
they have been named. 

1. The first reason contemplates Ged ina state com- 
pletely below or above human weal or woe, and persuades 
mankind to become acquainted with him, that they may 
kiadle his indiiference into sympathy, and add to the num- 
But should God be 


uninterested in the condition of his creatures, and per 


ber of\ their friends and protectors. 


fectly satisfied with his indifference, how could they chanes 
his feelings? when they possess no ability whieh he ren 
not imparted, and can employ no power to the destruction 
of his felicity. But should he be dissatisfied with his in- 
difference to his creatures, they could not give him concer 
in their happiness or misery, as the effect has no influence 


over the eause. Nottogo into a lengthened consideration 
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membered, that his perfection precludes change, and that 
if Le were once indifferent towards man, he would become 
impertect, he would cease to be God should he ever feel 
for him. Heuce this reason will never persuade those 
who understand it to become acquainted with God, as no 
motives are presented to excite effort, nor good promised as 
the reward of success. 


o 


almighty and changeless friend. Under no other circum. 
stances can acquaintance with God be profitably recom- 
mended. When people believe they have made God their 
friend, they reasonably fear he may become their enemy, 
and therefore they employ all their powers to continue his 
kindness, for they consider its existence entirely depeulant 


on their exertions. What peace is enjoyed, what confi- 


The second reason considers God our foe, and suppo- dence is reposed in this case? when the poor trembler is 
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ses our exertions can make him our friend; if thie be true, onstantly fearing he shall fal! into the hands of an infuri 


: . e Sc *) Ashi 2 . on sonk 
no endeavor should be spared in securing his friendship, as ate God, whose friendship he has once gained, but whose 


A eee : fecal anger he continus vects he inc The Scrip- 
in caining it, all that we need for time and eternity is ob- ng itinually expects he may incur. The Scrip 


taine’. By what process, or with what means will you 


ture declares that efernal life consists in knowing the only 


change infinite malignity into love and beneficence, or how|7“4 God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent; it hence 


will you pernetuate the change when it is operated? you 


cannot effect a desiratle alieration by anger and malevo- 


lence, for darkness can as easily overcome darkness, as evil, 
You cannot change him by goodness, after we hecome acquainted with him, that he did before. 


can overcome evil. 


for all that you have is received from him; and yet, with 


appears that no change is necessary for the enjoyment of 
happiness, but that which is wrought in us by a knowledge 


of God, and that he entertains the same feelings towards us 


This being the fact, let those who have long striven to re- 


all the gooness he ever possessed, he was determined to concile God to themselves, and who have gone mourning, 


hate you. You mnst then submit to have him for your 
omnipotent adversary through ‘ime and eternity, as a'l 


power inthe universe is derived from him, and as he, be- 


because they could not yield to the disposal of an enemy, 
and feel at peace in prospect of being judged by a malig- 


nant and inflexible adversary, become acquainted with 


ing the author of all existence, is above the influence of God, that their dark visions of horror may vanish; that 


anv creature. Will vou enjov peace, or experience good, they may love God with all their heart, and with all their 
as) > == 7 - i , =) 
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either from knowing that God takes no interest in your oul, and with all their strength, and with all thei mind ; 


condition. or that he hates vou with infinite and unchang-|'hat they may confide in his providence, and keep iis laws 


‘ : ; 7 t r ee 
ing malignity? If neither good nor peace can be realized|'™ truth, and with pleasure. Let them reflect, that as they 
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by becoming acqnainted with God for either of the above}|™4) have friends on earth, whose kindness and love they 
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reasons, it is certain no person of discernment will employ neither appreciate nor enjoy, because they are not acguain- 


them to induce sinners to become acquainted with their;!ed with them.—so they may not love God because he first 
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Creator. It may be said, we should submit to God, and loved them, in consequence of not knowing he is their 


be willing that he should dispose of us as he may please;|/riend. Let them also remember, that the friendship oi 
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but if he be unconcerned in our happiness or misery, cub- earth is rendered strong and pleasant by constant and un- 


mission will make nochange, as he will do nothing with us reserved communion, and that in like manner our friend- 


in either case. Should we 


‘e required to submit toa ma-|Ship with heaven becomes more deep and still more de- 
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lienant Gol, we might ask for what reason we should make’ lighttul, by frequent meditations on the Father of our spir- 


the surrendry. It has already been proved that nothing}!t%) #1 wi h we discover new reasons for love, trust and 


cau alter the feelings or purpose of such a being, 
should any creature yield to certain destruction? At 
earthly tribunals, when the guilt of any criminal is fully 


established, he is often requested to throw himself on tht 


e , - leamnir > ural er or hoa wo -. i 
merey of the court, that his sentence may be lighter; but)" drink to do the will of our heavenly Father. 


in te case under consideration, no reason of this drind 


whv thenjobedience. From all these considerations it appears, that 


we cannot receive God's law till we are acquainted with 
hiin; that we cannot lay it up in our hearts till we love 
Jhim,and that we cannot obey it, until it shall be our meat 
We then 
come to this rejoicing conclusion, that God is the immortal. 


would influence, as no submission would move the heart ofjthe iminutable friend of his every creature, and that a 


the judge, orsoften the aw! 


, 


ul doom. Jlence no personjknowiledge of him would give happiness, strengthen hope 


ean d-rive any profit fren striving to become acquainted|@n4 conlirm our trust in his every promise. 


wit! God in {he two cases we have mentionc a, an ] unles: 
there be a reason for knowing lim, which we have not yet 
examine’), no one need ferlany concern in this matter. 

8. If God love us, it 3s necessary that we should be 


acquainted with him, that we may’ ¢ pjioy his rezard. trust 


in his protection, obey his commands in sincerity, and love 


Did all the earth but know the Lord, 
By all the earth hed be ador'd. 


ZL.OVS. 
Experience abundant!y warrants the assertion, tliat we 


caunot love whatappears unamtabie, or hate what ap- 


him with an undivided heart. When people fancy God is}pears lovely; heace it is impossible to love God, while he 


their enciny, it is of the last mportance 


removal of ignorance, and the satisfaction that he -is their 


that they shonld|seems dark and unlovely ; while he shows no sympathy 
know him, that neace and good may be realized, by the 


‘or us, and while we can discover no expausion of soul or 
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‘worded to their honor. 


Jlis paternal character must be seen, his love to his erea- 
tures must be felt,or they can never revere him in their 
souls, or make it the business of their existence to resem- 
blehim. The goodness or love of God, and tliat only, 
leads to repentance, moral improvement, and heavenly 
joy ; consequently it should be held up in all the strength 
in which men can display it, that the sinner may be soften- 
ed, reclaimed, and established in the path of virtue and 
happiness. Mistaken views of God and his revelation 
have filled the christian world with gloom, as misappre- 
hensions of the true Divinity filled the Pagan world with 
blood, fire, slaughter and untameable ferocity. If any 
would preach a religion that shall unite hearts, and spread 
a cloudless day over the moral world, let him present 
hristianity in its native loveliness, as the image of its di- 
vine author, and God will recognise its heavenly original 
in the blessings that shall accompany and follow its tri- 
umph. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
— — — = ae ana 
‘ LIBERALITY. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 2d, the Vermont Legislature went 
into joint committee, to choose three Directors of the Ver- 
mont State Bank, a Surveyor General, anda person to 


preach the next election sermon; on the last point their 





Catholicism was so uncommon, that it deserves to be re- 
The time was in Massachusetts, 
when a Universalist minister was denied his salary, in a 


court of justice, because Judge Parsons affirmed that he 


_wasnota Protestant, in consequence of his disbelieving the 


eternity of hell torments.. But as light advances, liberality 


of feeling aud independency of thought increase. We re- 
joice to believe the heavens are brightening with a better 
day, and that its dlumination and warmth are already per- 


‘eptible among the cold and darkening fogs of earth. 


EXTRACT. 

“The committee was then called upon to give their bal- 
iots for such person as they would elect to preach the next 
election sermon, When 

Mr. Loveland of Reading, nominated the Rev. Rebert 
Sartlet, of Hartland, who, be said, was of the Universalist 
connexien. Mr. L. proceeded to support the right, whieh 
he coutended that denomination had to this appointment, 
in remarks of considerable length, in which he alluded to 
the honorable stations which were filled by gentlemen of 
the Baptist order, though they had formerly been despi- 


sed, dc. 


Mr. .Mattocks then nominated the Rev. Wilbour Fisk, of 
the Methodist connexion, and briefly stated that he belicy- 
ed ita right to which that order, or the Episcopalians, were 
entitled this year, according to the custom which the hous 
had adopted. He stated that Mr. Fisk was a gentlemen oi 
fine talents—-ha\l received a public education at one of our 
colleges, and was a presiding elder. 

Mr. Haight then stated that he believed the appointmen: 
belonged to the other side of the mountain, and therefor: 
nominated the Rey. Buel Goor'sell, who, he said, was also 
a presiding elder of the Methodist connexion. and a man of 
rood talents. | 
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eertain and definit, that it 


versalists in his part of the state; and it was his opinion 
that there were in that vicinity, nine hundred and ninety- 
nine Methodists to one Universalist. 


Mr. Smith, of Barre, said he would inguire what the 
uumber of the Universalists was, and if the number was 
such as to entitle them to this privilege, (if they esteemed it 
such) he hoped the house would appoint the gentleman 
who had been nominated by the member from Reading.-~ 
He said there were a larze number of Universalist in this 
vicinity. In bis town, he said, there were three societies, 
and he believed the Universalisis were the most numer- 
ous. 


The house then proceeded to ballot, when, the Rev. R. 
Bartlett was declared clected. 


His honor the Lieutenant Governor, then nominated the 
Rev. Samuel C. Loveland, of the Universalist connexion, 
for substitute, in case of Mr. Bartlett’s fauillure, who was 
appointed accordingly.” 


AWFUL WARNING 
TO THOSE WHO INCULCATE TIC DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS 
WOE AND DESPAR !! 

On the 6th inst. a man named James Florida put an end 
to his life by cutting ius throat witha razor. ‘The verdiet 
of the jury of inquest was, that he destroyed himseif in a 
state of mental derangement. ‘his unfortunate man lived 
about one mile from the village of Copenhagen, which is 
about twelve miies from this place. He is said to have 
been a social, cheertul, well dispesed man, in comfortable 
circumstances, With a wife anda large family of children, 
About two montis since, he attended an evening meetin, 
where were two Baptist preachers ; one of whom, towards 
the close of the meeting, inquired if there were any there 
for Christ. Mr. I’. came forward, kneeled before the E! 
ders, said he must give himself up, desired to be prayed 
for, and proceeded to relate his exercises of mind. Ile was 
soon stopped as if was supposed that he was intoxicated 
One of the elders, finding that Mr. F. was not intoxicated 
visited him the next day; but could not remove the gloo.n- 
iness with which his soul was enveloped ° 


From that fatal period, he roamed abroad and continued 
at home in the agonies of occasional delirium and despair 
He manifested on extreme auxiety to warn pe ople to flee 
from the wrathto come. He was often heard to say that 
he had never had such sensations till he heard the p reach 
ing above mentioned. From all theese circumstances, in- 
eluding his tragical death, we may rationally inter, 
the doctrine of eternal vengeance led him to de: pair of t} 
mercy of heaven, and violently puta period to his own Life 
We wish not to wound the feellues ef any human beine 
We respect the sincere of all denominations. But we ear- 
nest!y beseech all to consider wel! the tenlency of a senti- 
ment, by which parents, children, hust 


usbonds, wives, brothers 

and sisters, the dearcst kindred of existence, are sundered 

7 isl sé ares wistcud Y AUicNce, Ure sSungaeret 
forever! 


The following ts the lanznage of Calvinism: 
decree of God for the manifestation of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unio everlasting life, and 
others fore-ordained to everlasting death. 
and men thus predestinated and 
larly and unchangea 


-_ 
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‘These anvels 

iore-ordained, are particu- 

bly designed; and their number is so 

tcannot be either increased, or 
diminished.” 

Now if a man suppose himself one, who “by the decree 

of God is unchangeathly designed” as a victim of“ verlaste 


ing death,” ts it surprising that he should Joathe his existe 
mee and be driven to insamtv ? Did Jesus Christ dwel! 


on the torments of hell til his hearers were se’zed with de 
rium and madnes Surely not. At his word, the sick, 





the pussessed, the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the lame, and 
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sus applied to himself: “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, io set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
seceptable year ofthe Lord.” St. Luke, 4. 18, 19. 

Herald of Salvation. 


THANKSGIVING. 
The Governor of this State has appointed Thursday, 
the 9th of December next, to be observed as a day of 


public Thanksgiving and Prayer. 











-  WEARRIED, 

At Berlin. on the 8th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, 
Mr. Freedom Hart, to Miss Harriet Norton, daughter of 
Mr. Samuel Norton. 

At Glastenbury, on the 7th inst. by the Rev. J. H. Fair- 
child, Mr. Abner Pratt, of East-Hartford, to Miss Betsey 
Alford ; Mr. Jesse Judson, of East-Hartford, to Miss Car- 
oline Aliord. 

At Hudson, (N. Y.) on the 22d ult. by the Rev. Rich- 
ard Carrique, Mr. James Sharp, to Miss Mabei Clapp. 

At Cambridge, (Mass.) Mr. Micah Goodnow, of this 
City, to Miss Emily Manise, of the former place. 

At Sullivan, (N. ¥.) on the 24th ult. Mr. Guy Barber, 
of this City, to Miss Maria Jew.t, of the former place. 

At Bostou, Mr. Dan. H. Arnold, merchant, of this City, 
to Miss. Harriet Maria Welles, of Boston. 


DizD, 

In this City, Dr. Isaac Ball, aged 84; Mrs. Mary Sweet- 
land, aged i$, wife of Mr. George Sweetland, and daugh- 
ter of Mr. Zerad Eaton ; Miss Susan Flagg, aged $1; Mr. 
Johu Sheldon, age: 
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In this Town, on the 3tst ult. Mrs. Mary McLean, aged 
38, wile of Mr. James McLean. 

At Wethersfield, Mrs. Abigail Wells, wife of Deacon 
James Wells, aged 85. 

At Berlin, on the 4th inst. Mr. Gurdon Ellsworth, Jr. 
aged 15.—Wilham H. aged 2 years, and Harriet, aged 5 
years, children of Mr. Chauncey Shipman. 

At New-Orleans, of yellow fever, William Peters, aged 
19, a native of this State. 








A CARD. 

The Managers of the Harttord Female Beneficent Socie- 
ty, with pleasure, gratefully acknowledge the receipt of 
$28,11 contributed last Sabbath evening, by the First Inde- 
pendent Universalist Society in this City. to promote the 
denevolent object of the Beneficent Society. 

One of the children lately uuder the care of the Benefi- 

° 
cent Society, but now put out to use ful, service, has vo- 
luntarily and cheerfully presented her mite, $1.91, cdnsist- 
ing of all her savings.--This offering evinees her deep sense 
of the benefit and happiness conferred on her, and a genu- 
me desire to extend to other poor and untortunate chil- 
dren, privileges of the institution which she so highly esti- 


mates. Hartford, Nov. sth, 1924, 





That tco0dyess cannot be wanting m God. the want of 
which He condemns in his creataré : That cannot be a 


Pertection above, which ts ap imperiection below. 









POETRY. 
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“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 


FROM THE MONTHLY REPOSITORY. 


On reading some late intricate Discussions in the Monthly 


Repository on-the doctrine of a Parlieular Providence 


O never, never from thee tear 

The simple Faith, whose fruit is Prayer ! 
Though far beyond the common creed 
Thy practis‘d eve hath learnt to read ; 
Though deep and high thy musings be 
On heav’n and man’s fix'd destipy. 
Though earth, and air, and sea combin’d, 
Have brought their treasures to thy mind ; 
Though the fair tree of knowledge show's 
In rich redundance all her store. 

And thou hast look’d and look’d again 

At all the springs of joy and pain, 

Not deeming heav'n itself too bigh, 

To pass before thy searching eye; 

Yet to thyself, to others spare 

That simple Faith whose fruit is Prayer 


© pause—If “mid those darker themes, 
Where struggling reason scarcely seems 

To hold her empire o’er the breast, 

And, weary, longs to be at rest,— 

If there oue spirit mourns her lot. 

Her light, obseur’d, her trust forgot, 

O dearly bought the joy, the pride 

Of wisdom, thus to doubt allied ; 

And better, better far to spare 

The simple Faith which causeth Prayer ;— 
That faith, which, noiseless, meek, and mild, 
The loftiest minds hath reconciled ; 
That faith, which oft in times gone by, 
Hath rais'd to heav’n the martyr’s eve ; 
And now in many an hour, will come, 
When the heart mourns its martyrdom, 
Feels thy cold hand, suspicion, rest 

On many a kind and faithful breast, 

Feels that the power, which once allied 

Its joys to theirs, must now divide. 

Yet gathering sweetness out of pain, 
Turns back to heav’n and hope again, ; 
Looks through the passing cloud, and there 

Breathes out the rising sigh in Prayer. 


That cheering faith whose glories steal, 

O’er all we know, or see, or teel, 

The grandeur and the beauty give 

To earth, and make it life to live; 

Whose brightest rays are ever shed, : 
Upon the dying and the dead ; m 
That in the fellowship of love, 

Joins saints below and saints above ; 
That quickens, elevates, makes wise, 
Soothes, cheers, supports, and sanct.fies 
O never, never from thee tear, K 





‘The simple Faith, whose fruit is Preyer 





